The Kansas City Renaissance Festival celebrates the fall harvest and our 35th anniversary for 7 fantastical weekends as the 17th century village of Canterbury springs to life once again, just north of I-70 and K-7 highways in beautiful Bonner Springs, Kansas.

This grand scale imaginarium show opens September 3rd and runs through October 16, 2011: on the weekends, Labor Day and Columbus Day from 10:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., rain or shine. Hear the cannon BOOM! And the village gate opens to welcome 180,000 visitors each fall.
Join Robin Hood and his band of Merry Men, as they work to undermine the Evil Duchess.  The greedy Duchess has raised taxes again, and is terrorizing the village with the equally evil Sherriff of Canterbury.  Robin Hood, Maid Marion, Little John, and many other beloved characters step out of the books of legend and into the lanes around you.

The Green Man will catch you by surprise when you spy a 12’ high, graceful tree slowly walking through the lanes, mesmerizing the crowds with his limber movements.  He’s a little camera shy at times, and he may hide behind ….another tree!

In celebration of the Kansas City Renaissance Festival’s 35th Anniversary, we commissioned one of our finest artisans, Jerusalem Stone, to craft 1,600 commemorative KCRF key chains. We’ll be giving away 100 key chains every day!
“Canterbury’s Got Heroes” is a new comedic fight show each day at 3:00 p.m. in the Royal Glade. Who is the strongest man in Canterbury?

Everybody’s favorite Swill Pond Show has returned! Robin Hood and Little John meet the evil Sherriff of Canterbury on a narrow plank over the swill pond. Someone is bound to get wet!

A leader in community giving, the Kansas City Renaissance Festival partners with Harvesters Food Network. On our first three weekends: September 3rd through September 18th, guests who bring five non perishable goods and purchase one ticket at the gate, shall get one ticket free.  
Voted Best Family Festival/Special Event by The Greater Kansas City Convention and Visitors Association in 2010, the Kansas City Renaissance Festival has many attractions geared for families and children. The Children’s Realm has free crafts and activities for the little ones. Kids will also enjoy the thrill of our many "man-powered" rides like the Flying Dragon, the Barrel of Bedlam and the Crows' Nest!
Turn a new page each weekend to experience a different twist to our Canterbury tale. No two weekends are exactly the same as we host special themed weekend events in the Trade Winds Pirate Adventure Cove. 
Opening Weekend and Labor Day, Sept. 3, 4, and 5 ~A Middle Eastern Treasure Chest, featuring the Gaziyah Dancers! Learn to belly dance or just enjoy watching performances of this fascinating tribal dance. Let the lively rhythms of a real drum jam carry you away. Middle Eastern Dance troupes and merchants travel from afar to form a unique bazaar in the Trade Winds Adventure Cove. Trinkets and treasures, henna painting, gypsy jewelry, aromatic spices and oils will fill your senses. Prince Habib and his harem join our cast of characters.

It’s also one of three Artisan Appreciation Weekends: Just purchase $150.00 total in crafts; bring your receipts to the Front Gate and receive one complimentary ticket. Come back for another day of fun at the Festival for FREE.
September 10 and 11 ~ Highland Games, step lively to the sound of drums and bagpipes!  Brave hearts and strong bodies engage in sporting events such as the Caber Toss, Weight for Height, Axe Throw, Sheaf Toss and Tug of War. You’re invited to enter the Best Kilt, the Boney Knees, and Haggis Eating competitions. 

It’s also our 2nd Artisan Appreciation Weekend: Just purchase $150.00 total in crafts; bring your receipts to the Front Gate and receive one complimentary ticket. Come back for another day of fun at the Festival for FREE!

September 17 and 18 ~ Pet Fest! features Page the Elephant. Calling all animal lovers! Area pet rescue organizations, kennel clubs and animal accessory vendors attend this special weekend. Pet costume contests and agility games will be on the schedule. Pet fees will be waived this weekend so guests can bring their furry friends for a fun filled day in Canterbury.

This is our 3rd and final Artisan Appreciation Weekend: Just purchase $150.00 total in crafts; bring your receipts to the Front Gate and receive one complimentary ticket. Come back for another day of fun at the Festival for FREE!

September 24 and 25 ~ Irish Fest and Legend Quest. Irish musicians, dancers and vendors join us for more Celtic tradition. Back by popular demand, the live action role playing game, Legend Quest.  Also returning: RENCON, a convention geared for role play gaming and comic books. And the spectacular Wedding of the Century will be held on Sunday, September 25th for couples wishing make or renew their wedding vows in a romantic ceremony fit for a king and queen. 

October 1 and 2 ~ Pirate’s Ale Fest. Aaaarr you ready to party like a pirate? Get your swagger on with the Pirate Pub Crawl, starting in the Trade Winds Adventure Cove. The illustrious Captain Goldtooth and his lovely sidekick, Iris, make a triumphant return to the Festival this year to hold court, sign autographs and judge outrageously funny contests such as the Talk Like a Pirate, Best Dressed Pirate, and Jack Sparrow Look-alike contests. And this weekend, you can get Corn on the Cob for $1. That’s a Buck-an-ear! 

October 8, 9 and 10 ~ Wine, Chocolate and Romance Weekend. Swoon over decadent chocolate and wine samples from area chocolatiers and wineries. Play Romani Spy Games as we investigate the hooded assassins who seem to offer danger to our King.   Looking for your own personal Renaissance romance? Play Romancing the Stone. 
October 15 and 16 ~ Italian Carnivale. Join us for the Masque Ball and free spirited grape stomping, pasta eating and toga contests. Make merry with Bacchus, the God of Wine and Revelry as we toast good food, great wine, and toga dancing.
Music is central to the Canterbury village at the Renaissance Festival! Bagpipes, harps, flutes, drums, violins, song and more fill the lanes. Entertainment runs continually though the shire with a wide variety of music, comedy, thrills, magic and choreographed combat. Jousting matches are held four times a day.

The sumptuous aroma of our world famous turkey legs and other mouth watering, tasty treats fill the air. With over 100 menu items, the Festival has added seafood and chicken salad in a bread bowl, shrimp and chicken Caesar salad, batter fried steak bites served with dipping sauces, fried pickles, batter fried asparagus and green beans, breaded portabella mushroom wedges, Bangers and Mash, giant cupcakes and more. 
At every turn artisans can be seen demonstrating their talents in a wide variety of media. Ceramic ware, jewelry, clothing, accessories, games and toys, blown glass and intricate leather work can all be found with a 16th century spin. The process to exhibit at the Renaissance Festival includes a jury procedure that begins for each artisan months in advance. Giant copper dragons, fantastic fountains, hair braiding, exquisite jewelry and wearable are just part of the offering in Canterbury.

A variety of settings are available in Canterbury to host weddings, corporate and private parties. We offer menus that include Festival favorites, as well as delicacies only available for groups of ten or more. Birthdays, anniversaries, reunions and receptions for groups of up to a thousand are easily accommodated in a truly fun and unique venue. 

For an extra special experience, book The Feaste of Fooles, at 1:00 p.m. each day. It’s our hilarious dinner theater, serving up laughs with a six course gourmet feast prepared by our own chef. Tickets are $54.95 and include one day’s admission to the Festival and a special edition goblet commemorating the adventure. Adult beverages start at $3.00 each. Reservations are strongly encouraged at www.kcrenfest.com or by calling 913-721-2110.
The Royal Smoker is hosted in the Wildwood at 4:30 p.m. each afternoon, by the Lord Mayor’s Company for an adult audience. The Royal Smoker offers cigars, ale and refreshments as well as a hour of “grown up comedy and song. Ticket prices are $9.95. Seating is limited. Tickets can be purchased inside the front gate, online, or at event entrances based on availability.

New this year, The Princess Tea Party. Join us at 2:00 p.m. for the Princess Tea party hosted by the Duchess. The queen will join in the merriment as we sing, play games and tell stories. It doesn’t matter if we are short or tall, big or small, there is Royal beauty inside.  As we partake of a meal of sweets and cucumber sandwiches, we will crown the princess hiding in all of us.  Tickets are $9.95.
Swashbuckling shows like Get Shrewd and Bawdily Harm will thrill spectators but if visitors prefer to get in the game, they can find free events all day at the Barbarians Lair where charging into battle for the ultimate power trip is just part of the fun. Children can play free all day in the Children’s Realm offering non-stop games, crafts and shows just for kids.
Almost 200,000 fans come to be a part of history whether learning how a blacksmith creates tools from iron, chatting about art and philosophy with Leonardo Da Vinci, practicing with the Queen’s lacers and seamstresses, shooting arrows with the infamous Black Archers, training with the Royal Guard or fighting barbarians in the Wildewood. Crowds are awed by performers on twenty stages of non- stop entertainment, including jousting by the knights of Joust Revolution four times a day. Entertainment runs continually through the shire with a wide variety of music, comedy, magic and choreographed combat. 

Each year, nearly 300 school groups ranging from elementary to high school travel to the Festival for a fun learning experience.  These groups hail from across Kansas and Missouri as well as Nebraska, Iowa, Arkansas and Oklahoma to complement their in-class learning with a fun, interactive view of life in the Renaissance and through the Living History Tour. www.kcrenfest.com has games and curriculum activities specifically designed to compliment what students learn at the Festival. 

After over three decades of entertaining the Midwest with the sights and sounds of Renaissance England, this event has become almost synonymous with autumn in Kansas City. As guests have come to expect, Festival organizers and participants will offer an escape from this century and a chance to play, if only for a day, in the village of Canterbury. Where else can you feast like royalty, dance like gypsies, ride an elephant, quaff an ale with colorful villagers, shop among 165 skilled artisans and watch noble knights joust for honor all in the same day?
Tickets can be purchased at the Festival gates just north of I -70 and K-7 Highways in Bonner Springs, Kansas on show days at $18.95 for adults, $9.95 for kids. There are weekend specials listed at www.kcrenfest.com or guests can call 913-721-2110 for group ticket prices and information on parties and weddings at the Festival. Discount tickets can be purchased at Kansas City Hy Vee’s and Walgreen’s, regional Dillon’s, Baker’s and Gerbe’s and online at www.kcrenfest.com.
Join us for the exciting and blood-curdling Phantom’s Feaste: Zombie Prom.  Become part of the class of 1957, as you celebrate your Senior Class Prom.  The horror is that many of the students are turning into blood-thirsty creatures of the night.  This will be a very interactive dance, complete with a five course meal served buffet style by the cafeteria staff. Come sing, dance, and join in the fun as the Prom continues into the wee hours of the night. But, be mindful of whom you dance with, or you might just be on the menu. October 21-24 and 28-30. Tickets are $45 and include a hearty five course meal and two hours of hauntingly clever entertainment.
